Why and How Does Pressure Unfold Proteins?
This year, 2014, marks the 100th anniversary of the first publication reporting the denaturation of proteins by high hydrostatic pressure (Bridgman 1914). Since that time a large and recently increasing number of studies of pressure effects on protein stability have been published, yet the mechanism for the action of pressure on proteins remains subject to considerable debate. This review will present an overview from this author's perspective of where this debate stands today.